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December 2020          

Blessed Advent and Merry Christmas to you and your family,  

We hope this letter finds you filled with the hope and anticipation that comes with Advent and the 

Christmas season.  While 2020 has presented many challenges, we remain grateful for so much including 

your support of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School (SEAS) and the Hastings Catholic Education Foundation 

(HCEF).  Your prayers, trust in our teachers and staff, and financial contributions are having a significant 

impact on what we have been able to accomplish in this unique time in our lives.  Thank you.  

As we look ahead to Christmas and the New Year, we want to share highlights of the past year and what 

we have accomplished together in support of SEAS: 

 Students successfully participated in distance learning for nearly 3 months (March, April and May) 

and then safely attended class in-person this fall through Thanksgiving.  Forty (40) new students 

joined the school community in September. Our enrollment is currently at 240 students in grades 

PreK-8. 

 SEAS staff spent the summer planning for the start of the school year with specific plans to keep 

students safe, on task and moving towards academic excellence and sainthood. Although the year 

hasn’t been easy, students, teachers, staff and families alike stepped up to make Catholic education 

a top priority.   

 The Hastings Catholic Education Foundation is proud of the accomplishments SEAS school has made 

during this difficult time. The Foundation contributed financial support in the following ways: 

o Provided tuition assistance for 16 students. 

o Purchased 30 Chromebooks for middle school students for use during the school day so 

devices wouldn’t have to be shared throughout the day.  The new technology purchased 

freed up Chromebooks for other grades to use as well.  

o Purchased equipment so Mass can be live streamed weekly from the Good Shepherd Chapel 

for students and anyone interested in joining from home.  The Chapel, built with money 

raised through 2019 Fund-a-Need donations, has become fundamental to making Christ 

known and loved to students during this time.  Students attend Mass and receive the 

sacrament of reconciliation in the Chapel. 

 

All of this was made possible through the generous contributions—time, talent and treasure—of so 

many.  In 2020, over 150 individuals, families and businesses donated to the Foundation for the benefit 

of SEAS, including 75 donations from current school families and 80 donations from relatives of current 

school families, former families, local businesses, and St. Elizabeth Ann Seton parishioners. $78,989 was  

 

 

 

 



raised through the annual Spring Fling event which was conducted virtually this year. The fund-a-need 

portion of the event raised more than $48,000 alone.   

The Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation—another generous supporter of Catholic education—

matched our fundraising efforts with a $20,000 donation for tuition assistance.   

With your continued support and prayers, and the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we are filled with great 

hope—especially when we receive feedback such as this from one of our newer families: 

“You and the staff have gone above and beyond my expectations of what school should 

look and feel like. My daughters are excited every day for school!  They are simply thrilled at 

how their day unfolds. [Our child] commented yesterday “mom, even the teachers that 

don’t know me, know me.” Just know that what you are doing is right and it’s working! 

Thank you so much for every hour you plan the day and for every new cleaning tactic you 

implement to keep us in school. I know it’s exhausting and can go unnoticed.”  

We wish you a blessed Christmas and shared sense of hope and peace.   

Sincerely, 

The Hastings Catholic Education Foundation Board of Directors: 

Tim Sullivan 
Principal, St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton School 
 
Sarah Wise-Schwieger  
Vice President 
 

Father David Hennen 
Pastor, St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton 
 
Doug Laumeyer 
Treasurer 
 

Leon Endres 
President 
 
 
Kay Caturia 
Secretary 
 

Jerry Bambenek 
Assistant Treasurer 

Nick Conzemius 
 
Eileen Perra 

Sheila Hedin 
 
Mike Strommen 

   
 
 
 
 
 
The Hastings Catholic Education Foundation supports Catholic schools financially through the generosity 
of its donors and fundraising efforts. The Foundation was established to ensure the continuity of 
Catholic Education in the Hastings area. 
 
To learn more about the Hastings Catholic Education Foundation, please visit our website at 

https://hastingscatholiceducationfoundation.org.  We welcome additional volunteers to support our 

work in the coming year.  Call 651-437-3098 for more information on volunteer opportunities with 

HCEF.  


